
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 113th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H6055 

Vol. 159 WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2013 No. 133 

House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HOLDING). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
October 1, 2013. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable GEORGE 
HOLDING to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2013, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall 
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
one of the cornerstones of my lifetime 
of public service has been to work on 
bipartisanship. I have a long record of 
working with Republican Governors 
and Senators back home in Oregon. 
Here in Congress, every major initia-
tive I’ve advanced has been working to 
engage bipartisan sponsors and finding 
ways that bring people together rather 
than divide them. 

But here in Congress, under the Re-
publican leadership, I must say, it has 
been difficult, if not impossible. For 
example, there’s been a claim that Re-
publicans want to repeal and replace 
ObamaCare. They’ve never indicated a 
hint of how they would replace the Af-
fordable Care Act and protect its most 
important provisions. They cannot say 
how they would produce a health care 
plan that would eliminate the stark 
specter of medical bankruptcy, which, 
under the Affordable Care Act, Ameri-
cans no longer have to fear. They have 
no plan to protect families from being 
denied health insurance because of pre-
existing conditions and eliminate the 
pernicious lifetime limits which penal-
ize families in the most desperate and 
tragic of circumstances. 

Now we’re in the middle of their 
manufactured crisis of a government 
shutdown, and they risk a meltdown of 
the global economy by threatening 
America will not pay its bills on the 
national debt. 

There are three simple steps my Re-
publican friends could take to prove 
they’re serious and not cynical: 

First of all, Republicans campaigned 
the breadth of this country against the 
ACA, but they have included in their 
budget over a half trillion dollars in 
savings under the act and all of the 
revenues from the taxes. If they are se-
rious and not cynical, they will remove 
that money from their budget and 
show what other services they would 
cut or taxes they would raise to make 
up for it. 

If they are serious and not cynical, 
they would bring their own spending 
bills to the floor for their members’ 
vote. Remember, we still have pending 
the Transportation-HUD spending bill. 
On July 30, they just stopped in the 
middle of deliberations because they 
figured out that the bill was so bad 
that their own members wouldn’t even 
vote for it. 

If they are serious and not cynical 
about their spending plan, they ought 

to allow their members to vote on their 
own spending bills, see if there’s any 
more support today than there was 3 
months ago. Then bring the Interior 
spending bill to the floor, which has 
been in committee limbo. The 
showstopper will be Labor, Health, and 
Human Services. If they’re serious and 
not cynical, they will have recorded 
votes to show the American public 
what they really believe in. 

Last night, I was stunned that the 
final stunt in their ‘‘let’s-make-a-deal, 
made-for-TV semireality show’’ was to 
demand a conference committee be ap-
pointed. They want a conference com-
mittee on a bill that has already been 
law for 3 years that the American 
health care industry and local govern-
ment have spent billions of dollars to 
be ready to implement, which goes into 
effect today. 

If you’re serious about working on a 
cooperative basis and negotiating dif-
ferences and want to have a conference 
committee, why don’t you appoint a 
conference committee on the budget? 
The Senate and the House have both 
approved budgets, and the Republicans 
have refused to appoint conferees so 
that people can work together to re-
solve these differences. That is a pend-
ing item right now. It’s ready to go. 

It’s interesting. We had a jaw-drop-
ping moment in the Budget Committee 
last week when my friend, Chairman 
PAUL RYAN, said the reason they would 
not appoint conferees is because there 
might be too many motions to in-
struct. My goodness, the House might 
express its will and not be tightly con-
trolled? 

We’re in the midst of a manufactured 
government shutdown crisis with a 
looming disaster if they throw a tan-
trum that would prevent Americans 
from paying their bills. Republicans 
can prove that they are serious and not 
cynical by not using the health care re-
form savings to fund their budget, 
bringing their own spending bills to the 
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